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LS-CREATIVE THNKING ASSIGNMENT 
 

Topic: “AFTER 15 YEARS” 
 
Two decades is not a lot in the grand scheme of things, but owing to accelerating change 

we can expect to see the emergence of some fairly disruptive technological innovations in the 
coming years. 
 
Artificially Intelligent Personal Assistants 

Looking ahead, we can expect our personal assistants to fully respond to natural language. 
And our personal assistants will be accessible to us 24/7.What’s more, these agents will exhibit an 
unnatural level of general intelligence. We’ll even be able to have conversations with them. They 
will know everything about us, including our behaviors, our tendencies, our preferences, and our 
typical ways of responding to certain situations. Accordingly, they’ll be our virtual clones. In 
essence, they’ll be our proxy selves, representing us on the Internet and in the real world by taking 
the form of tele present holographic avatars. They’ll write emails for us, book appointments, 
perform menial thought tasks, and even anticipate our needs. Of course, we’ll still be responsible 
for the decisions they make on our behalf — so we’ll need to be careful about the degree of 
autonomy we give our mind clones. 
 
Computers Everywhere — But Unseen 

Already today we have computers in our cars, our phones, our toys, and even our fridges. 
But they’re still very obvious. We often have to hold them. Or use keyboards to input information 
into them. These devices, however, are getting steadily smaller owing to the miniaturization 
revolution that’s in full swing. In short order, we’ll be living in a world, where information 
processing devices will be virtually everywhere, but completely invisible — absorbed into our 
surroundings. These computers will be in our clothes, our fashion accessories, and even in 
our contact lenses. And to use them we’ll use natural language and haptic technologies. Or better 
yet, these devices will be endowed with a certain level of ambient intelligence to help them perform 
autonomously under specific conditions. So, by the 2030s we’ll be completely surrounded by 
computers, but utterly unaware of their presence. 
 
Lab-Grown Organs  

We are in the midst of the biotechnology revolution, the benefits of which are finally 
starting to appear. Personalized medicine will emerge in the coming decades, where physicians 
will be able to prescribe medicines tailored specifically to our genetic constitutions. Biologists are 
also exceedingly close to being able to generate differentiated tissue from our very own stem cells. 
This will eventually allow us to grow our very own organs, including the heart — no donors 
needed, and with virtually no chance of rejection. 
 
 
 



Oceans-a source of Drinking Water 
Industrial-scale desalination is poised to make an appearance by the 2030s. Owing to 
advancements in solar power, namely the development of affordable and scalable photovoltaic 
cells, we will be able to build massive concentrated solar power plants (CSPs) that utilize the 
residual heat to strip ocean water of its salt. Experts predict that the growing freshwater deficits 
could be increasingly covered starting in the 2020s, and possibly as late as the 2030s. The spread 
of CSP desalination plants will likely reduce non-sustainable water supply and inspire the 
development of most of potable water production by the year 2030 and afterwards 
 
Anti-Aging Intervention 
While we may have many cosmetic solutions to stop aging, we have yet to develop any method to 
reduce or completely reverse the effects of aging. While futurists are unsure about what form, this 
intervention will take, it could be a number of possibilities that are currently being researched. 
These include genetic tweaks that have been shown to increase the lives of roundworms by 50 
percent or therapies that could restore the length of our telomeres, or replenish our mitochondria. 
 
Dream linking 
Using pillows with conducting fibers in the fabric, it will be possible to see monitor electrical 
activity from the brain. This will not only show when someone is dreaming, but recent 
developments indicate that we’ll also be able to tell what they are dreaming about. It is also 
possible for two people to share dreams. One could try to steer a friend’s dream in the same 
direction, so that they could effectively share a dream, and may even be able to interact in it. 
 
Shared consciousness 
Many people believe we will one day have full links between their brains and an external computer. 
We will be able to directly access more information outside the brain, making us much smarter, 
with thought access to most of human knowledge. The link will also allow us to share ideas directly 
with other people, effectively sharing their consciousness, memories, experiences. This will create 
a whole new level of intimacy, and let you explore other people’s creativity directly. This could 
certainly be one of the most fun bits of the future as long as we take suitable precautions. 
 
Active contact lenses 
These nifty gadgets will sit in your eyes like normal contact lenses. But they will have three tiny 
lasers and a micromirror to beam pictures directly onto the retina, creating images in as high 
resolution as your eye can see. This could make all other forms of display superfluous. There is no 
need to wear a wristwatch, have a mobile phone, tablet or TV but you could still have them 
visually. The contact lens can deliver a full 3D, totally immersive perfect resolution experience. 
They will even let you watch movies or read your messages without opening your eyes. 
 
Video tattoos 
It will soon be possible to have electronic displays printed on thin plastic membranes, just like the 
ones you use for temporary tattoos that you put on your skin. With them you could turn your whole 
forearm into a computer display. Anyone with ordinary tattoos will wish they’d waited a while. 
You will also be able to get electronic makeup. You would just wipe it all over your face and then 
touch it to, and it will instantly become whatever you want. You will be able to change your 
appearance several times a day depending on your mood. 
 



Augmented reality 
You’ve seen films where the hero sees the world with computer generated graphics or data 
superimposed on their field of view. That technology area is developing very fast now and soon 
we will all be wearing a lightweight visor as we walk around. As well as all the stuff your phone 
does, it will allow you to place anything you want straight right in front of you. The streets can be 
full of cartoon characters, aliens or zombies. You can change how people look too, replacing them 
with your favorite models if you wish. 
 
Exoskeletons 
Polymer gel muscles will be five times stronger than natural ones, so you could buy clothing that 
gives you superhuman strength. They are too expensive to make today, but not in the future. 
Imagine free-running and leaping between buildings like a superhero, and having built-in reactive 
armor to make you bulletproof too, with extra super-senses also built in. A lot of that stuff is 
feasible, so exoskeletons might become very popular leisure and sportswear, as well as the obvious 
military and emergency service uses. 


